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TAGS: PGOV, PINT, SP 

SUB J : PRIME MINISTER S RESIGNATION RUMORED 

1. RUMORS HAVE SWIRLED YESTERDAY AND TODAY THROUGH 
POLITICAL AND PRESS CIRCLES IN MADRID THAT RESIGNATION 
OF PRIME MINISTER ARIAS IS IMMINENT. MOST COMMON VERSION 
OF RUMOR. AND WHICH MOST FREQUENTLY CIRCULATED BY 
SPANISH JOURNALISTS, IS THAT ARIAS HAS SUBMITTED EITHER 
LETTER OF RESIGNATION OR REQUEST FOR PERMISSION TO 
RESIGN TO FRANCO AND IS NOW ONLY AWAITING NOTIFICATION 
OF ACCEPTANCE BEFORE ANNOUNCING HIS DEPARTURE. 

2. WE HAVE SOUGHT CONFIRMATION OF RUMORS FROM SOURCES 
CLOSE TO PRIME MINISTER OF PRESIDENCY STAFF. WHILE 

IN CURRENT CLIMATE OF POLITICAL UNCERTAINTY, THEY 
HESITANT TO COMMIT THEMSELVES TO FULL AND FLAT DENIAL, 

THEY CONSIDER RESIGNATION IS MOST UNLIKELY. THIS IS 
ALSO REPORTEDLY OPINION OF MINISTER OF PRESIDENCY 
ANTONIO CARRO. PRESIDENCY SOURCES STRESS THAT THEY 
KNOW OF NO SUCH LETTER, THAT ARIAS DURING PAST TWO DAYS 
HAS BEEN WORKING NORMALLY, THAT HE CONTINUES TO 
SCHEDULE EVENTS AND VISITS FOR THE WEEKS AHEAD AS IF 
HE FULLY INTENDS TO COMPLY WITH THEM, AND THAT HIS OVER ALT. 
DEMEANOR HARDLY THAT OF A MAN PREPARING TO LEAVE. ARIAS IS 
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ATTENDING DINNER BEING GIVEN BY AMBASSADOR FOR PRINCE ON NOV 11. 
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3. COMMENT: WHILE RUMORS OF THIS SORT NOT 
SURPRISING IN AFTERMATH OF LAST WEEK'S SUDDEN SHAKEUPS 
AND IN VIEW OF CONTINUING PROTEST RESIGNATION AT LOWER 
LEVELS OF GOS, THEIR PERSISTENCE AND THE DETAIL WITH 
WHICH THEY ARE CONVEYED SUGGEST IT MAY BE PART OF 
STIMULATED WHISPERING CAMPAIGN AGAINST ARIAS. I BELIEVE 
ARIAS WILL REMAIN PRIME MINISTER FOR TIME BEING. 

RIVERO 
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